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The EU’s pathway to climate neutrality and growth

240
220
200|
180
160
140
120
100

| -
1990 2000

Non-CO, other
Tertiary
Power

— Net emissions

1

1]
{ : 1 ; i ; ! i 1
T t T f T f

T
2010 2020 2030 2040 2050

I Non-CO, agriculture [ Residential
Transport 2 Industry
Carbon removal technologies B8l Land use and forests
e GDP

European
Commission




Rationale for CRCF

3 KEY PROBLEMS

» Many stakeholders do not trust voluntary
carbon removal certification

 ltis difficult to assess and compare the
quality of different carbon removals

face

« Carbon removal operators ce
Monitoring, Reporting, Verification
(MRYV) barriers
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Investor group bans carbon removal
from CO2 reduction plans

Reuters

scrutiny of the fast-growing market for carbon offsets,
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The Carbon Removal and Carbon Farming (CRCF)
certification framework

Official Journal 1 EN
of the European Union L series

2024/3012 6.12.2024

REGULATION (EU) 20243012 OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL

of 27 November 2024

establishing a Union certification framework for permanent carbon removals, carbon farming and
carbon storage in products

The first EU-wide voluntary framework for certifying
carbon removals, carbon farming and carbon storage
In products across Europe
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The three pillars of the CRCF regulation

Certification
Certification registries and

EU certification

methodologies

process Union-wide CRCF
registry from 2028
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CRCF certification methodologies
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CRCF: carbon farming methodologies
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Main elements of peatland rewetting/restoring methodology

Eligibility (emission
reductions): open list

Net soil emission

soils + enhancing
peatland specific

 Rewetting of organic + Activity period: .

10 years (renewable)

Certification period:

reduction benefit
(deducting any GHG

Very important aspect of
CRCF

 Mandatory co-benefits

biodiversity associated emissions) tor biodi tv and soil
Hydrological e Use of calibrated nealth/avoidance of land
improvement: se of calibrate ealth/avoidance of lan

increasing water table,
adjusting the pumping
regime

Paludiculture, re-
establishment of peat-
forming vegetation
Restrictions: peat
extraction or peat
burning

proxies (e.g. GEST):
water and vegetation
monitoring

Uncertainty factor:
implications on the
actual units certified

Activity and
monitoring plans by
operators

degradation

« Voluntary co-benefits:
reduction of wildfire risk,
evaporative cooling,
increased water
retention, drinking water
improvement...



Next steps

Entry into force of CRCF Regulation - EU - 2024/3012 - EN - EUR-Lex

Adoption of rules for certification schemes, registries, and verification by independent third parties
» Proposal of first certification methodologies on permanent carbon removals

Proposal of next certification methodologies, including Sustainable Forest Management and Carbon
Storage in Buildings
CRCEF review (possible inclusion of livestock emission reductions)

Start of EU registry

Recognition of certification schemes }
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202403012

More information

* DG CLIMA website on Carbon Removals and Carbon Farming

* CRCF Regulation: pdf

* Frequently Asked Questions on CRCF: a8abelc4-a3c6-4c94-bele-
4b76171d0308 en (europa.eu)

* Expert Group on Carbon Removals: Carbon Removals and Carbon Farming -
European Commission

* Contact (CRCF general): CLIMA-CR-EXPERTGROUP@ec.europa.eu



https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/certification-permanent-carbon-removals-carbon-farming-and-carbon-storage-products/certification-permanent-carbon-removals-carbon-farming-and-carbon-storage-products_en
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/certification-permanent-carbon-removals-carbon-farming-and-carbon-storage-products/certification-permanent-carbon-removals-carbon-farming-and-carbon-storage-products_en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/PE-92-2024-INIT/en/pdf
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/document/download/a8abe1c4-a3c6-4c94-be0e-4b76f7fd0308_en?filename=policy_carbon_faq_crcf_regulation_en.pdf
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